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(7)  It is unnecessary in the present reply to stress the advantage of
a peaceful settlement over a decision to settle the questions at issue
by force of arms.    The results of a decision to use force have been
clearly set out in the Prime Minister's letter to the Chancellor of
August 22, and His Majesty's Government do not doubt that they are
as fully recognized by the Chancellor as by themselves.

On"the other hand, His Majesty's Government, noting with interest
the German Chancellor's reference in the message now under con-
sideration to a limitation of armaments, believe that, if a peaceful
settlement can be obtained, the assistance of the world could confi-
dently be anticipated for practical measures to enable the transition
from preparation for war to the normal activities of peaceful trade to
be safely and smoothly effected.

(8)  A just settlement of these questions between Germany and
Poland may open the way to world peace.   Failure to reach it would
ruin the hopes of better understanding between Germany and Great
Britain, would bring the two countries into conflict, and might well
plunge the whole world into war.    Such an outcome would be a
calamity without parallel in history.

CORBIN.

No. 278

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 28, 1939.

(Received by telephone at 6.15 p.m.)

M. LIPSKI has received the instructions announced (my telegram

of August 26) which authorize him to make indirect overtures with a

view to settling the question of minorities by exchanges of population.

The Polish ambassador intends to act on these instructions when

an opportunity arises.

COULONDRE.

No. 279

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to M. HENRI CAMBON, French Minister in Luxemburg.

Paris, August 28, 1939.   6.45 p.m.

Please transmit the following communication to M. Beck, on
behalf of the French Government.

"The Government of the Republic believes that, in the present
circumstances, it can contribute to allay the preoccupations of the
Government of Luxemburg by declaring its firm intention, should the
need arise, to respect the inviolability of the Grand Duchy's terri-
tory. It is only in the event of an infringement of that inviolability
by another Power that the Government of the Republic might be
compelled to change this attitude in order to secure its own defence/*

GEORGES BONNET,